
John Kennedy, MD – Dr. John Kennedy is the Chief Medical Officer (CMO) for the Ohio 

Department of Behavioral Health. Dr. Kennedy spent a decade at The Ohio State University, 

completing medical school, graduate school, and his psychiatry residency. He then continued his 

training in forensic psychiatry in New York, working in a maximum-security forensic unit upon 

graduation. In 2000, he returned to Ohio to serve as the Director of the Institute for Psychiatry 

and Law at the University of Cincinnati College of Medicine, integrating the Forensic Psychiatry 

Fellowship into Summit Behavioral Healthcare and serving as the Director of Forensic Services at 

Summit. For the past 20 years, Dr. Kennedy has held CMO and VPMA positions in university, 

psychiatric, and general medical hospitals, with oversight of the medical staff office, quality, 

accreditation, case management and graduate medical education, and outpatient mental health 

programs. 

 


